
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN THE PHILIPPINES

George W. Pugh*. Eastern and Western civilizations meet and merge in the. Philippines; and the two great legal
systems of the West, the common law and the .

In many places a system of patronage exists in which justice is defined as having enough money to buy
yourself out of any fix. Capital punishment by lethal injection was restored during the Ramos administration.
For poor people the justice system operates quite differently than it does for the wealthy and elite. Sotto
expressed alarm that the penalty of life imprisonment has failed to deter criminals from committing heinous
crimes such as rape and drug trafficking. Military courts operate under their own procedures but are required
to accord the accused the same constitutional safeguards received by civilians. The Constitution. In , two
kidnappers were supposed to be executed but the action was stopped by Supreme Court order that said their
cases should be reviewed. In July, three Filipinos convicted of killing a policeman, were put to death. In some
cases minors were put on death row because no one bothered to check their age and it was assumed they were
over  In , there were about persons on death row, including a former member of Congress convicted in and
awaiting execution for rape. Summit participants proposed that the government and courts adopt the doctrine
of "command responsibility" as described in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. The
judicial organization established by the Act was conceived by the American lawyers in the Philippine
Commission and was patterned in its basic structures after similar organizations in the United States. A former
judge reported in that judges routinely scheduled as many as twenty hearings at the same time in the
knowledge that lawyers would show up only to ask for a postponement. For the most part from to , it was used
to curtail the liberties, freedoms and rights of the Filipino people. This is the same justification used for the
declaration of Martial Law in  VI, Sec. In the exercise of his judicial authority, the datu acted as a judge
hukom in settling disputes and deciding cases in his barangay. The bar exams are in English. They are
collectively known as the Judiciary. The basis of the legal code is primarily Spanish and Anglo-American law.
Although less frequent, cases of incest are also known in which the male is the head of an upper-class
household and respected by his community. The offended justices threatened to cite the prosecutor for
contempt. The judicial system established during the regime of the military government functioned as an
instrument of the executiveâ€”not of the judiciaryâ€”as an independent and separate branch of government.
Department of Interior and Local Government The DILG supervises over local government units, oversees
and monitors the implementation of the Local Government Code of , enhances the capabilities of the local
government units for self-governance, and implement plans and programs on local autonomy. These laws
were believed to be God-given and were orally transmitted from generation to generation. President Fidel
Valdez Ramos : 1 A series of high profile crimes during this period, including the murder of Eileen Sarmenta
and Allan Gomez, created public impression that heinous crimes were on the rise. Initially, the Audiencia was
given a non-judicial role in the colonial administration, to deal with unforeseen problems within the territory
that arose from time to timeâ€”it was given the power to supervise certain phases of ecclesiastical affairs as
well as regulatory functions, such as fixing of prices at which merchants could sell their commodities. His
fellow judges revere him. Sources: The Philippine Judiciary Foundation,  The impeachment was based on
allegations that the judge misused public funds to refurbish court offices. Arellano was appointed President
equivalent to Chief Justice of the Court, with Manuel Araullo as president of the sala de lo civil and
Raymundo Melliza as president of the salo de lo criminal. Young and Captain W. Almost all of the pages in
this web site contain links to other Philippine-related web sites. In , Puno's brother was killed by communist
insurgents. Article V of Proclamation No. In , the department became a separate entity once again the
Department of Justice by virtue of the Jones Law , and was given administrative supervision over all courts of
first instance and other inferior courts. The members of the Court are appointed by the President from a list
prepared by the Judicial and Bar Council of at least three nominees for every vacancy. It is not necessary for
the entire court to convene in all cases. Unlike the and Constitutions, however, the Constitution defines the
concept of judicial power. Nearly every high-ranking government bureaucrat and official -- including the
house speaker and the military chief of staff -- attended the two-day event. Cayetano L.


