
THE BUILDING STAGES OF THE STONEHENGE MONOLITH

The simplicity of this method would cut out the time required to build a The first stage of the project involved the location
of a monolith that would fit the bill.

Unusually, there was very little evidence of plant food preparation at any part of the site. Small wonder that
Vince became an archaeologist and Chris a geophysicist, now at the University of Bradford. Experts
speculated the stone circle â€” dubbed "Bluehenge" because it was built with bluestones â€” may have served
as the starting point of a processional walk that began at the river and ended at Stonehenge. The sheer scale of
some of the surrounding monuments is also remarkable: the Stonehenge Cursus and the Avenue are both about
3 kilometers long, while Durrington Walls is the largest known henge in Britain, around meters in diameter,
demonstrating the ability of prehistoric peoples to conceive, design and construct features of great size and
complexity. This project was designed for English Heritage as a way of engaging the public in the physical act
of moving and raising a monolith using simple engineering principles and people as the main source of
energy. When the farmers arrived, DNA studies show that these two groups did not seem to mix much. DNA
studies indicate that they had a predominantly Aegean ancestry , although their agricultural techniques seem to
have come originally from Anatolia. The Avenue, meters or so from Stonehenge, is an ancient route along
which, according to one theory, the stones were first dragged from the River Avon. We felt we were now
ready for the main public events over the next three days! First of all, they found gaps in the ditch, in
particular a very large break in the northern side, to allow people to enter and exit the Cursus. Within a 3-mile
5-km radius of Stonehenge there remain from the Neolithic Period at least 17 long barrows burial mounds and
two cursus monuments long enclosures , all dating to the 4th millennium bce. Together with inter-related
monuments, and their associated landscapes, they demonstrate Neolithic and Bronze Age ceremonial and
mortuary practices resulting from around years of continuous use and monument building between circa and
BC. It is a fascinating process, going from theory to reality. Modern scientists now widely believe that
Stonehenge was created by several different tribes over time. Today it lies buried at least three feet below the
surface of the ground. I also decided to create a permanent pivot point at the top of the pit ramp by bedding in
a roller. Stonehenge 3 II BC to BC Plan of the central stone structure today; after Johnson During the next
major phase of activity, 30 enormous Oligocene - Miocene sarsen stones shown grey on the plan were brought
to the site. Within this circle stood five trilithons of dressed sarsen stone arranged in a horseshoe shape 45 feet 
Such a pit was much too large for a practical useâ€”for instance, burying trashâ€”because of the labor
involved in digging it. The large standing stones at Stonehenge are made of local sandstone, but the smaller
ones, known as 'bluestones', come from a quarry in south Wales The announcement comes as English Heritage
hosts events to celebrate years since the monument was donated to the nation, including inviting the public -
for the first time at the site - to help move and raise a four-tonne stone. In the prehistoric world, there was no
conception of God as he was understood by the later Abrahamic faiths. A stone's throw from the newly found
henge is a formation known as the Cursus, a 3-kilometer-long 1. Some remain as stumps below ground level.
This is strong evidence of planned autumn and winter slaughtering and feasting-like consumption. Stages of
Stonehenge Stonehenge was built within an area that was already special to Mesolithic and Neolithic people.
Another theory is that they were brought much nearer to the site as glacial erratics by the Irish Sea Glacier
[28] although there is no evidence of glacial deposition within southern central England. A small outer bank
beyond the ditch could also date to this period. The large standing stones at the monument are made of local
sandstone, but the smaller ones, known as 'bluestones', come from a quarry in south Wales. Other
archaeologists, however, have since come to view this part of Salisbury Plain as a point of intersection
between adjacent prehistoric territories, serving as a seasonal gathering place during the 4th and 3rd millennia
bce for groups living in the lowlands to the east and west. It happened fast. It is widely believed that they were
brought from Marlborough Downs, a distance of 20 miles 32 kilometers to the north. During the same period,
the original entrance was widened and a pair of Heel Stones were erected. A journey along the Avon to reach
Stonehenge was part of a ritual passage from life to death, to celebrate past ancestors and the recently
deceased. The inward-facing surfaces of the stones are smoother and more finely worked than the outer
surfaces. Bones from all parts of the animal skeleton were found, indicating that livestock was walked to the
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site rather than introduced as joints of meat. Scorched marks of hearths remain, but the building materials,
probably willow woven between the posts and then made wind and watertight by plastering with clay, rotted
away millennia ago â€” except for the base of one wall, believed to be the earliest example of chalk cob as a
building material.


