
TSARIST RUSSIA ESSAY QUESTIONS

A collection of Russian Revolution essay questions, for teachers and students. Discuss the relationship between the
tsarist hierarchy, the Russian nobility and.

As a result their country was damaged, economically and socially. Exhausted by the war and food shortages,
by early Petrograd was a powder keg of despair and anger with those in power. Kerensky agreedâ€”but then
had a change of heart. With the Bolshevik conspiracy now public knowledge, the soviet leaders resolved to
delay the Soviet Congress until October  Inspired by the writings of Karl Marx , who foresaw a revolt in
which laborers would become the ruling class, revolutionary figures, such as Lenin, continued to agitate
against the tsar. But it was no easy task to end the war. The Bolshevik leaders were released. Red flags and
banners began to appear, calling for the downfall of the monarchy. The peasants wanted more land and the
liberals wanted a better political system that was more democratic and gave them more say in how the country
was run. He gave no call for an uprising. The expansion of the revolt led some to assume that events were
being orchestrated by socialist parties. He finally returned to Russia on a sealed train provided by the
Germans, who were hoping that his opposition to the war would undermine the Russian war effort. As part of
the wider crisis in authority, the Petrograd Soviet had limited control over revolts in the provinces and agrarian
communities. Petersburg in January , protesters were fired on and killed, an event that triggered months of
protests. Most of the Menshevik and Socialist Revolutionary Party delegates walked out in protestâ€”a grave
mistake, as it gave the Bolsheviks a monopoly of the soviet. With the distraction of a foreign war behind him,
Lenin could focus on solidifying his power at home, in the face of the civil war that lay ahead. Russia suffered
numerous revolutions and defeats in wars under the regime. Red Guards organized the defense of the factories.
Many of these perspectives are focused on personalities. Trotsky played for time, hoping that the revolution
would also start in Europe. He returned to Petrograd and convened a meeting of his party on October  He
believed only a small, well-armed, and well-organized force was needed. His books have been translated into
more than 20 languages. The new Soviet Republic lost 34 percent of her population, 32 percent of her
agricultural land, 54 percent of her industrial enterprises, and 89 percent of her coal mines. It had to fight for
power in Moscow, and its support in the provinces was weak. In the fall of Tsar Nicholas finally
compromised. Defeat by Germany could mean a return to the old order and restoration of the Romanov
dynasty. Kornilov was imprisoned with 30 other officers. As in , the village commune was the organizing
kernel of the revolution in the countryside, as land and livestock were seized. Hundreds of Bolsheviks were
arrested, and Lenin went into exile again, this time in Finland. During a peaceful demonstration in St. It
dominated the politics of the 20th century, and it has left an indelible mark on the contemporary world.
Located near the front line with Germany, Petrograd the former St. These new members knew little about
Marxist theory and valued his efficiency: Why wait to reach socialism in two stages when they could get there
in one? The party had a tenuous hold on the capital, where their seizure of power prompted the civil service,
post and telegraph service, and banks to strike. Some soldiers refused to fight for more than eight hours a day,
claiming the same rights as the workers. Nevertheless, the Tsar managed to suppress his opponents and
appeased the masses, saving his regimes from collapse. The authorities were, by now, almost deprived of
military power in the capital. Despite the turmoil, the authorities could have contained the situation if they had
avoided open conflict with the crowds. Crowds of female factory workers gathered in the center of Petrograd,
the Russian capital formerly known as St. Their last ruler had been Tsar Nicholas II who was not a natural
leader; in fact most people could describe him as a reluctant and feeble monarch. The principal beneficiaries
were the Bolsheviks, who won their first majorities in the soviets of Petrograd, Moscow, Riga, and Saratov in
early September.


