
POEM COMMENTARY IN MRS TILCHERS CLASS

In Mrs Tilscher's Class paints a vivid picture of a young child's experience in primary school, under the tutelage of the
much-loved Mrs Tilscher. The poem also.

In the fourth stanza the uncertainty extends to the child herself, coupled with the major change of the end of
the routine that has been experienced up to now. Bowling is a fun game that children enjoy, so this make the
classroom environment sound happy and fun. Mrs Tilscher loved you. The scent of a pencil slowly, carefully,
shaved. Brady and Hindley faded, like the faint, uneasy smudge of a mistake. Duffy uses figurative language,
and these images all relate to the world and perspective of a child, whose idea of heaven is a 'sweet shop'. You
kicked him, but stared at your parents, appalled, when you got back home. You kicked him, but stared at your
parents, appalled, when you got back home. This is personification. That for an hour, then a skittle of milk and
the chalky Pyramids rubbed into dust. Reports were handed out. A window opened with a long pole. Three
frogs hopped in the playground, freed by a dunce, followed by a line of kids, jumping and croaking away from
the lunch que. Sugar paper. The use of the image of commas and explanation marks tells you about size but
also complements the classroom setting where commas and other punctuation marks would have been learned.
Brady and Hindley faded, like a faint uneasy smudge of a mistake. A rough boy told you how you were born.
Perhaps they get shorter because the child is excited and wants to grow up, and because time seems to be go
faster as you get older. Form The poem is set out in four solid, stable looking stanzas. Duffy uses lots of
sensual imagery to dramatise the childhood world, so that we can experience it for ourselves. Then it goes on
about the children ' jumping and croaking' this word choice shows that there are changes being made, these
words could be used to show the development of puberty in the children as they are becoming teens. Third
stanza Over the Easter term, the inky tadpoles changed from commas into exclamation marks. The first line
gives the impression that they felt like they really were travelling up the Blue Nile. You ran through the gates,
impatient to be grown, as the sky split open into a thunderstorm. The lines in this poem run into each other is
such a way that many of them can be read as prose, the opening three being a good example. Mrs T is turning
away literally and metaphorically â€” the pupils are growing up and she cannot answer all their questions
anymore. A window opened with a long pole. You asked her how you were born and Mrs Tilscher smiled,
then turned away. This implies the pupil is young and having to concentrate to do this simple task. Common in
primary classrooms. She is addressing her former self but also the reader, inviting him or her to relate their
own childhood experience to that recounted in the poem. It is a simile based on the work of a child in the
school. For one thing, the focus moves outside the enclosed protective classroom into the uncertain world of
the playground where bad things can happen. You kicked him, but stared at your parents, appalled, when you
got back home. Brady and Hindley Faded, like the faint, uneasy smudge of a mistake. With the exception of
the child who rang the end-of-lesson bell in the first stanza, and who was therefore part of the ordered world of
school routine, this is the first mention in the poem of other children, and those now mentioned are either
disruptive or being disrupted. You ran through the gates, impatient to be grown, As the sky split open into a
thunderstorm. Carol Ann Duffy is making good use here of the fact that memories of the distant past are often
evoked by smells and sounds. Stanza Three The tone begins to change in the third stanza. List â€” suggests
that the speaker feels uncomfortable.


