
AN ANALYSIS OF THE BOOK OF MICE AND MEN BY JOHN STIENBECK

When he was writing Of Mice and Men in early , and even during the period between the novel's completion and its
publication, John.

The chapter begins and ends with this recluse character applying liniment, a medicinal fluid rubbed into the
skin to soothe pain or relieve stiffness, to his "crooked" back. George is a cynical, irresolute man. The rabbit
tells Lennie he is not fit to tend to rabbits, that George is going to beat Lennie and then leave him. The novel is
set in Steinbeck's birthplace of Salinas Valley, California, and it is at the ranch where he grew up that we meet
the majority of characters. In a way, "Of Mice and Men" is an extremely despondent novel. As they later
re-enter the bunkhouse, Curley is apologizing to Slim for being suspicious, and Carlson calls Curley a coward.
There was not enough money to go around, making it near impossible. It is when George and Lennie must
interact with other characters that the most conflict occurs and, thus, the novels main conflict occurs in these
four interior chapters. The work was hard, compensation was slight, life was lonely, and there was little on
which to base any dreams of change. Despite the weight of her role, her value is hindered because of the
culture towards women in the s. They begin to work on a ranch, and they share the same dream: they want to
own a piece of land and farm for themselves. The friendship between George and Lennie is characterized by
its balance. He tells Lennie that everyone will be nice to him and there will be no more problems for him to
face. It is clear that Crooks is talking about his own isolation, creating a parallel between Crooks and Lennie,
both forced into loneliness by the cards that nature has dealt them, one by the hand of color, the other by the
hand of mental disability. The authorial attitude is idyllic, however, as the story develops it changes into
skeptic. Slim comments on the rarity of bindlestiffs traveling together and contemplates the reason. George
and Lennie are bindlestiffs because that is the class of worker to which they belong by the facts of their birth,
their potential, and the socioeconomic circumstances of their environment. Most bindlestiffs found only
temporary companions among the other workers at their temporary jobs. As the novel progresses, the dream
begins to include both Candy and Crooks. They want to grow their own crops and breed rabbits. After doing
so, Carlson comes into the bunkhouse to clean his gun. Every man is struggling, trying to find work. Two of
the specific wrongs feminist critics analyze are the absence of women from meaningful discourse in literature,
evident in the small number of works by female authors in the literary canon, and the distortion of female
characters resulting in a misrepresentation of femininity as abnormal. As for Lennie, he himself does not feel
lonely however, he fears being abandoned by George.


