
LOUIS ALTHUSSER LENIN AND PHILOSOPHY AND OTHER ESSAYS FOR

SCHOLARSHIPS

No figure among the western Marxist theoreticians has loomed larger in the postwar period than Louis Althusser. A rebel
against the Catholic tradition in which.

Althusser moves on to develop a unique theory of ideology and the subject. It is quite obvious that it is
necessary to proceed towards a theory of ideologies in the two respects I have just suggested. The forms and
arguments of the fight may vary, but if the whole history of philosophy is merely the history of these forms,
they only have to be reduced to the immutable tendencies that they represent for the transformation of these
forms to become a kind of game for nothing. What is represented in ideology is therefore not the system of the
real relations which govern the existence of individuals, but the imaginary relation of those individuals to the
real relations in which they live. The sole property of matter with whose recognition philosophical materialism
is bound up is the property of being an objective reality op. Speaking very schematically, the classical
formulations interpret this difficulty solely in terms of philosophical questions, i. In fact, The German
Ideology does offer us, after the Manuscripts, an explicit theory of ideology, but Ideology represents the
imaginary relationship of individuals to their real conditions of existence. What is left for philosophy?
Philosophy only exists by virtue of the distance it lags behind its scientific inducement. This distance leaves its
trace in the distinctions of the philosophical discourse, in its modified categories and apparatus; but all these
modifications are nothing in themselves since they only act outside their own presence, in the distance or
non-distance which separates the antagonistic tendencies from the scientific practices, the stake in their
struggle. My basic thesis is that it is not possible to pose these questions and therefore to answer them except
from the point of view of reproduction. It is a libertarian argument. This was exactly sixty years ago, in  It is to
say that philosophy strictly speaking has no object, in the sense that a science has an object. I say related to en
rapport , for Lenin says no more than that, and besides, he never says that philosophy can be reduced to the
class struggle pure and simple, or even to what the Marxist tradition calls the ideological class struggle. But
we have not got there yet. In fact, this thesis amounts to the claim that essentially philosophy has no real
history. The same goes for the cultural apparatus the role of sport in chauvinism is of the first importance , etc.
As a first moment, it is clear that while there is one Repressive State Apparatus, there is a plurality of
Ideological State Apparatuses. Here are the two clearest passages: You will say that this distinction between
relative and absolute truth is indefinite. Historical materialism thus means: science of history. The most
amazing thing of all is the fact that Lenin manages the tour de force of taking up these anti-empiricist
positions precisely in the field of an empiricist reference problematic. Spinoza explained this completely two
centuries before Marx, who practised it but without explaining it in detail. Monthly Review Press Abstract No
figure among the western Marxist theoreticians has loomed larger in the postwar period than Louis Althusser.
The latter was best illustrated in For Marx , and Reading Capital  After all, who chooses his own birth date?
Levi-Strauss has not denied it. But in order to obtain the means to discuss it, I shall have to make another long
detour. If philosophy is distinct from the sciences, there is a privileged link between philosophy and the
sciences. What matters is how they function. I would just ask you to note what follows. Worse still: he never
really rid himself of a certain positivist theme from The German Ideology. Naturally, these things did not
happen automatically: witness the Concordat, the Restoration and the long class struggle between the landed
aristocracy and the industrial bourgeoisie throughout the nineteenth century for the establishment of bourgeois
hegemony over the functions formerly fulfilled by the Church: above all by the Schools. Now it must give
way to science. If it is true, as the whole Marxist tradition claims, that the greatest event in the history of the
class struggle â€” i. A science in the strict sense: a theoretical, i. This is a proposition which entails that we
distinguish for the moment between concrete individuals on the one hand and concrete subjects on the other,
although at this level concrete subjects only exist insofar as they are supported by a concrete individual. That
is why I believe I am justified, hypothetically at least, in proposing a theory of ideology in general, in the
sense that Freud presented a theory of the unconscious in general.


