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Sometimes humans detach themselves from the humanity of others so that they The Theme of Taking Another Human's
Life in The Hanging by George Orwell.

He even says, "He and we were a party of men walking together, seeing, feeling, understanding the same
world; and in two minutes, with a sudden snap, one of us would be gone--one mind less, one world less". In
his last moments, the prisoner started chanting the name of his Lord Rama. For instance, the superintendent
acted like it was an accomplishment that they just hanged a man, and offered everyone a drink. They threw
stones at the dog and later dragged it along by feeding a handkerchief threw it's collar. You begin to become
numb to all your surroundings. Once being at the gallows, both Orwell and the wardens want this killing to be
done as quickly as possible. The story tells about a prisoner sentenced to death in a Burmese prison and
captivates the actions and ideas that changed Orwell. For more information on choosing credible sources for
your paper, check out this blog post. Regardless of whether he or these men acknowledge the truly despicable
nature of the hanging they have just taken part in, they immediately and inevitably resort to dehumanizing
their experiences as a way to justify all they have done; and thus is a much greater reflection of imperialism as
a whole. Those condemned cells inside which local people waited for death to arrive were ten by ten in size
with a plank bed and a pot of water. However, the patience with which he chanted Ram, Ram made him
appear one of the revolutionaries who accepted death with pride while fighting against the British. Everyone
was laughing. Orwell recounts in the first-person narrative the execution of a Hindu prisoner which evokes a
powerful epiphany in him. No offence was shown, so it could have been something small to major. When the
prisoner is executed it is evident that the people watching feel sympathy for him. Who wrote this essay? It was
forty yards to the gallows, notes Orwell who was keenly watching the prisoner who showed no concern or
curiosity. The striking contrast between the two situations really show the dehumanization of British
imperialism and British rule. The main plot of this text is also very alagorical. The main character seems to
realize that sentencing people to the death sentence is wrong because they are humans and they are alive and
well; we are taking that away from them for a mistake they made The dog could also be symbolic of the
happiness and joy that was taken away from his upon his placement in the prison. The guards held close to
him as if he would slip like a fish from their hands. More specifically, we are acquainted with one incident
where a Hindu was set to hang at the gallows. As Matt, and Ayesha mentioned, it seems that joking around is
how the officials dealt with the horrible things they did to the prisoners, because they do it so often. At the
beginning of the essay Orwell feels no sympathy for the prisoner as he makes his way to certain death, for he
fails to see him as a human being, capable of feeling and thinking in the same capacity as Orwell himself.
After the man was hung the warders went back to the prison and everyone was laughing and not acting like
they just killed a man. Orwell also mentioned that the prisoners were very skinny and their hair was shaved
off; showing how little the officials cared about the Hindu prisoners. However, this uneasy feeling didn't last
long for everyone was laughing and making jokes afterwards, the superintendent congratulated them and even
invited them to have a drink with him. The local people are being tried and hanged by foreign rulers who do
not have any right to do it. Both essays have similar key ideas that identify Orwell as a writer. They did this to
demonstrate they're strength and help solidify their rule over the natives. Any subject. He realized that a
healthy, able-bodied man, who was still akin to his surrounding and aware of what was going on as much as
everyone else, was about to be killed in a split second. From fright The guards or the officers, felt like they
had to do it because it was there duty, and since they became so desensitized it didn't matter to them any more.
However, this execution revealed to him the brutality of capital punishment, causing him to shift to
abolitionism, the thought that capital punishment should be abolished. Later they went back and fed the other
prisoners breakfast and were jolly and joking around about how he was quick and in one shot whereas for
others, the hangman had to pull their legs to kill them after the hanging. There's a problem with this paper.
Everything comic and insensitive happened under the British rule. Like Orwell mentioned in "Shooting an
Elephant", he felt like he had to shoot the elephant; just as a European general might need to kill in order to
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achieve imperialism; to maintain his and his country's reputation and superiority. The gloomy scene of death
had not quite left him. Orwell wrote, "I found that I was laughing quite loudly. Finally, when the hanging is
about to take place, the prisoner is seen praying or calling out his god "Ram. He ironically recognises he has
grown used to this way of life.


