
A RESEARCH ON THE VOLSTEAD ACT OF 1919

The National Prohibition Act, known informally as the Volstead Act, was enacted to carry out the intent of the 18th
Amendment (ratified January ), which established prohibition in the United States. to ensure an ample supply of alcohol
and promote its use in scientific research and in the development of fuel, dye, and.

Kyvig, David E. Many citizens were sympathetic to bootleggers , and respectable citizens were lured by the
romance of illegal speakeasies , also called " blind tigers. The third section of the act regulated industrial and
scientific use of alcohol. As many people, both serious and not so serious , had predicted, the United States
eventually turned against the Volstead Act because it came to be seen as a brake on economic recovery and an
insult to the rule of law. In April Congress relaxed the terms of the Volstead Act, and for many Americans this
represented the end of National Prohibition even before states completed the repeal of the Eighteenth
Amendment eight months later. The power of his image remained undiminished, however, and he was
immortalized in books, movies, and comic strips as the iconic American gangster. What can we learn from
Prohibition? Westport, CT: Greenwood,  Enforcement was difficult because the gangs became so rich they
were often able to bribe underpaid and understaffed law enforcement personnel and pay for expensive
lawyers. Before any states had acted to ratify the amendment, the new Seventy-Third Congress
overwhelmingly endorsed a proposal by the Franklin Roosevelt administration to change the Volstead Act
definition of intoxicating beverage to allow manufacture and sale of beer at a low 3. With the exception of
Maryland , states did at first participate in the policing effort, but the burden of Prohibition enforcement
increasingly fell upon the federal government much more than the creators of the Volstead Act had
anticipated. This archival collection contains financial reports; minutes and memoranda of meetings and
conventions, including Instructions for block captains, information on persons who contributed to the party,
and the amounts contributed; letters soliciting support and donations; and other records of the Prohibition
Party's administrative organization in Minnesota. Based in Chicago, Capone commanded a powerful
organization that stretched as far as New York , dominating the bootleg liquor trade by bribing politicians and
police and murdering rivals. Between and , states across the nation were imposing laws that prohibited the
manufacture and sale of intoxicating beverages. The issue remained a central focus of American politics until
the Great Depression. Distilled spirits were also known as "hard liquor," as opposed to fermented beverages
such as wine and beer, which have a much lower alcohol content. A Michigan State Police raid on Detroit's
Deutsches Haus once netted the mayor, the sheriff, and the local congressman. How can we compare it to our
own war on drugs? A definition of intoxicating beverages as well as arrangements for enforcing their
prohibition remained for Congress to establish. To prevent its diversion to drinkers, industrial alcohol was to
be denatured, a process that renders it unfit for human consumption. The Senate agreed and the Volstead Act
became law on October 28, , coming in to force in January of the next year. Many of the act's provisions
reflected standard Anti-Saloon League thinking. Athens : University of Georgia Press,  Factory owners also
supported temperance as well because of the new work habits that were required of industrial workers - early
mornings and long nights. Representative from Minnesota's 7th Congressional District and chair of the
Judiciary Committee, sponsored the bill in Congress and lent his name to the informal "name" of the act: the
Volstead Act.. Solomon, Rayman L. Congress, therefore, entrusted to state and local police much of the
responsibility for upholding the liquor ban. In this lesson, students will be historians examining the documents
listed above, trying to find out why "the great social and economic experiment, noble in motive and far
reaching in purpose" as Herbert Hoover called it, did not work. In fact, the Volstead Act specifically exempted
wine used for religious sacraments and liquor prescribed by a physician as medicine. In fact, by in New York
City alone there were anywhere from 30, to , speakeasy clubs. Chicago : Ivan R. Urbana: University of Illinois
Press,  Men would often spend their money on alcohol, leaving women with no money to provide for their
children. On December 5, , Utah became the 36th state to ratify the Twenty-first Amendment , which repealed
the Eighteenth Amendment, voiding the Volstead Act, and restored control of alcohol to the states.
Temperance societies and Progressives alike saw the need for more governmental control and involvement in
citizens' lives. The demand for alcohol was outweighing and out-winning the demand for sobriety. Major
gangsters , such as Omaha 's Tom Dennison and Chicago 's Al Capone , became rich and were admired locally
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and nationally. Many Prohibition sympathizers thought it desirable to limit expansion of federal enforcement
authority.


