
QUESTIONS TO ASK ABOUT CRITICAL THINKING

This makes critical thinking questionsâ€“well, critical. excellent starting point for the â€œhowâ€• behind teaching critical
thinking by outlining which questions to ask.

How does this change the outcome? All thinking, in short, is a creation of the mind's work, and when it is
disciplined so as to be well-integrated into our experience, it is a new creation precisely because of the
inevitable novelty of that integration. This was made clear in a recent California state-wide writing assessment
in which teachers and testers applauded a student essay, which they said illustrated "exceptional achievement"
in reasoned evaluation, an essay that contained no reasoning at all, that was nothing more than one subjective
reaction after another. As you explicitly seek out information, you will find yourself checking that information
more closely and judging it more effectively. In critical thinking we make and shape ideas and experiences so
that they may be used to structure and solve problems, frame decisions, and, as the case may be, effectively
communicate with others. Other Critical Thinking Questions Can you give me an example? I nevertheless find
myself coming to conclusions. How are they to do all of these rather than simply one, no matter how
important that one may be? We pass on the misconceptions of our parents and those of their parents. It fails to
deal with the complexities of the issue. In other words, though we all frequently fall prey to using "absurd"
standards because they often function subconsciously and self-servingly ; we nevertheless are quite capable of
recognizing appropriate intellectual standards when they are put to us explicitly and consciously. We can
create the environment necessary to the discipline, power, joy, and work of critical thinking only by modeling
it before and with our students. Communication, in short, is always a transaction between at least two logics.
How could we find out if that is true? Do I need to consider another point of view? A clearer question might
be "What can educators do to ensure that students learn the skills and abilities which help them function
successfully on the job and in their daily decision-making? Why is there war? In every field of knowledge,
every answer generates more questions, so that the more we know the more we recognize we don't know. It is
ironic that humans have been assessing thinking for thousands of years but have spent very little time coming
to terms with the criteria they habitually use in deciding which thinking to accept and which to reject, which to
praise and which to criticize. What other outcomes might have happened? In fact, any well-conceived program
in critical thinking requires the integration of all of the skills and abilities you mentioned above. Let us hope
that enough of us will have the fortitude and vision to grasp this reality and transform our lives and our
schools accordingly. Questions for Thinking about Thinking: Using Explicit Intellectual Standards to Assess
Thinking As a developing critical thinker, you must not only regularly take your thinking apart and come to
terms with its interrelated elements the constituent parts that make it up , you must also come to question those
elements using explicit intellectual standards. For example, students often think that the amount of effort they
put into a course should be used in raising their grade in a course. In reading, as I have said, there is the logic
of the thinking of the author and the logic of the thinking of the reader. We have in mind the following criteria
which we set out in the first : "It's true because I believe it" innate egocentrism: in which case I find myself
continually assuming that what I believe is true even though I have never questioned the basis for many of my
beliefs "It's true because we believe it" innate sociocentrism: in which case I find myself continually assuming
that the dominant beliefs in the groups to which I belong are true even though I have never questioned the
basis for many of these beliefs "It's true because I want to believe it" innate wish fulfillment: in which case I
find myself believing in, for example, accounts of behavior that put me or the groups to which I belong in a
positive rather than a negative light even though I have not seriously considered the evidence for the more
negative account.


