
AN ANALYSIS OF THE THEME OF THE COMING OF AGE IN TO KILL A

MOCKINGBIRD BY HARPER LEE

As a bildungsroman, Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird is replete with "coming- of-age" episodes: In Chapter 3, after
Scout is reprimanded on her first day at.

Tried before a jury of white men, in an echo of the Scottsboro Nine case, which convicted nine innocent black
men of raping two white women, Tom Robinson is found guilty in spite of proof that he could not have
committed the crime. Scout unwittingly diffuses the situation. There was some criticism of the melodramatic
ending of the novel, in which Bob Ewell attacks the Finch children, who are in costume returning from a
school Halloween pageant. Like most Negros in the South, Tom is discriminated against by many white
citizens. There are many themes present in this great American classic such as courage, racism, prejudice,
morality and of course coming of age. This novel is basically a coming of age story for a young girl named
Scout and her older brother named Jem. Their speculations thrive on the dehumanization perpetuated by their
elders. Harper Lee illustrates Maycomb, Alabama as an old and prejudiced town. Many of the characters in
this movie are relevant such as Boo Radley, Tom Robinson, Jem, Bob Ewell, and Calpurnia; however, this
movie is a representation of what was seen in the deep south during the depression era through the eyes of a
six year old girl named Scout. One of the most crucial motifs in this novel is prejudice. Once Atticus chooses
to defend Tom Robinson, a black man, Scout faces many challenges and she discovers numerous facts about
life. Atticus is one of the few people in Maycome who have a bit of money an can read and write very well.
The characters and setting of the novel impact the plot in many ways. Throughout the book the kids get to see
more of his skills. Courage is a major theme in the novel but there are other themes like the Hypocrisy,
Protecting the innocent and Prejudice, which are brought out to the same extent. Over time, Jem, too, starts to
see the meaning and depth of the statement. To Kill a Mockingbird takes place in s Maycomb Alabama.
However, later, when he faces the mob from Old Sarum, who are intent on lynching Tom Robinson, he simply
sits in front of the jail, ostensibly reading a newspaper. The messages that Harper Lee relays to the reader are
exemplified throughout the book using various methods. Scout Finch has an ideal father named Atticus Finch.
In addition to the clearly defined social castes, there are deviants, such as Dolphus Raymond, a white man
involved in a long relationship with a black woman.


