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Premarital sex and teenage pregnancies are inevitable in our society despite strict family, cultural and religious
values. Society and social norms leave them with no other option as girls who deliver babies out of wedlock
often find themselves in a precarious situation. This paper is conceptual in nature and thus, aims at discussing
the aspect of management of baby dumping in Malaysia by addressing the socio-cultural, legal and religious
context prior to data collection phase. In a cultural and social setting in Malaysia where the majority of the
population affiliate themselves as Muslim and follow the teaching of Islam, the cases of fetus and baby
dumping is considered a grave issue. Unwanted babies have been dumped in some of the most appalling and
sickening places, such as toilet bowls, rubbish dumps, rivers, garbage bins and abandoned buildings. They are
unable to reveal their pregnancy for fear of being disowned for bringing shame and dishonour to their families.
As long as society continues to attach a stigma to unwed mothers and babies born out of wedlock, baby
dumping will continue to be a social problem in our country. According to the Health Ministry, 18, teenage
pregnancies occur in the country every year. The unwed mother, a helper at a food stall, was detained under
the charge of concealing the birth with the intention of abandoning her baby. Some members of the
community are against the establishment of such shelters due to their fears and stigma of dumped babies cases
that presently becomes a growing epidemic festering the Malaysian society. Most of them were either
deceived or cheated into having sex with their boyfriends and when they find themselves pregnant, they are
left to fend on their own. Unlike babies who are abandoned in garbage bins, rubbish dumps or near rivers,
leaving them to die a horrendous death, the baby of this girl was placed in an area where she would be found
easily, giving her a good chance to survive. The boyfriend would disappear and the girl would have to manage
her pregnancy alone. Necessary actions should be imposed to curb this distressing phenomenon and it
demands immediate attention in order to save the lives of the baby. Times cited: 1 The cases of fetus and
infant dumping have been robustly reported in the media. Hence, this girl should be given community service
instead of a jail sentence. Of this, 4, are out of wedlock. In addition, this article also attempts to address the
challenges that might be faced by the baby shelters. This figure also does not take into account the number of
unmarried and underage girls who have their foetus illegally aborted in private clinics. This paper focuses on
the aspect of social psychology in which the emphasis is placed upon the attitudes, perceptions and social
responses towards baby dumping and its management. Everything should be done to ensure that no more baby
dies in tragic conditions due to the ignorance of their unwed parents. And this figure is based just on the
number of girls who sought treatment at government clinics. The abandoned baby was found by the
neighbours and sent to the Welfare Department. We are responsible for our children and we have to bear the
consequences of their desperate and foolish action. However, there are also questions about the
appropriateness of establishing shelters for dumped baby which have raised polemics and wide debate in the
general society. The young girl in this case had compassion for her baby but was left with no choice as her
family and society would not only have punished her but shamed her as well for having a baby out of
wedlock. If convicted, she could be jailed for seven years and fined. It is hoped that this study will be able to
give enlightenment to the general public on the issue of the establishment of baby hatch.


