
AN ANALYSIS OF CATEGORIZING PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

FDR's mandate as a first-term President was clear and challenging: rescue the United out of the Depression, though the
meaning of that program was far from clear. One thing is clear: the New Deal was, and remains, difficult to categorize.

By , negative publicity, a continuing sluggish economy and Republican victories in midterm elections virtually
ended Roosevelt's ability to pass more reform legislation. In April , Roosevelt took the United States off the
gold standard. Nearly 4 million people lost their jobs, and the total number of unemployed increased to  The
21st Amendment was ratified later that year; he was not involved in the amendment but was given much of the
credit. Likewise, FDR's attempt to break up large public utilities holding companies with the Public Utilities
Holding Company Act ignited a political firestorm on Capitol Hill that resulted in a weakened billâ€”and one
that eventually benefited the utilities. Thanks for watching! In carrying forward this agenda, FDR began to
recreate the role of the federal government in American economic and political life. Taken together, these
innovations, one write has said, marked the beginning of the end of Wall Street's domination of finance
capitalism" and "represented the shift of economic power form the lower part of Manhattan, where it had been
for over a century, to Washington. Groton men excelled in athletics and Roosevelt did not. As one biographer
noted, "He lifted himself from a wheelchair to lift the nation from its knees. Roosevelt shut the CWA after
only four months, however, because it was so costly. The TVA however, also did a great deal to restore badly
eroded hillsides, and another New Deal agency, the Soil Conservation Service, trained farmers in the proper
methods of cultivation. Despite the New Deal, the U. He appeared at the and Democratic National
Conventions to nominate New York governor Al Smith for president, which increased his national exposure.
Landon of Kansas. In addition to revamping the Supreme Court, FDR believed that he needed to reform and
strengthen the Presidency, and specifically the administrative units and bureaucracy charged with
implementing the chief executive's policies. This intoxicating mix made FDR appear the paragon of
leadership, a father-figure who reassured a desperate nation in his inaugural address that "the only thing we
have to fear is fear itself. These terms, it should be remembered, are the creations of scholars trying to impose
order and organization on the Roosevelt administration's often chaotic, confusing, and contradictory attempts
to combat the depression; Roosevelt himself never used them. As governor, FDR believed in progressive
government and instituted a number of new social programs. Likewise, since many of these social security
programs were administered by state governments, the size of benefits varied widely, especially between the
North and the South. The AAA originally covered wheat, corn, cotton, hogs, milk, rice, and tobacco, but
Congress added new commodities to the program in the ensuing years. Industry leaders negotiated the codes
with the approval and guidance of NIRA officials. As part of his inflationary policies, Roosevelt refused to
take part in efforts at the London Economic Conference to stabilize currency exchange rates. It also curbed
employer use of "unfair labor practices," like blacklisting union organizers or unionized workers. By the end
of , as support for the New Deal was waning, Roosevelt faced a new looming challenge, this time on the
international stage. His plan for executive reorganization called for the President to receive six full-time
executive assistants, for a single administrator to replace the three-member Civil Service Commission, for the
President and his staff to assume more responsibility in budget planning, and for every executive agency to
come under the control of one of the cabinet departments. In the process, the Roosevelt administration ran up
massive deficits. Still, Roosevelt took to Washington politics and found his career thriving as he developed
more personal relationships. He specialized in business operations, working with Congress to get budgets
approved and systems modernized, and he founded the U. To help him, FDR depended on a sizable coterie of
advisers to a degree unprecedented in the history of the presidency. Some historians have even seen in World
War II the origins of the women's liberation movement of the s. After Roosevelt returned from Yalta, he was
so weak that he was forced to sit down while addressing Congress for the first time in his presidency.


