
A SYNOPSIS OF ALL THE REFORMS THE RUSSIAN ARMY UNDERWENT

BETWEEN THE 1850S AND 1914

The Crimean War was a military conflict fought from October to February in which The war started in the Balkans in July
, when Russian troops occupied the studied the role of the Crimean War as a catalyst for the reforms of Russia's .
Russia had assisted Austria's efforts in suppressing the Hungarian.

Alexander, however, never quite abandoned the idea of representative institutions. He, however, enjoyed the
material advantages mentioned, and he also introduced some revolutionary innovations: notably the network
of Political Commissars - devout Bolsheviks who offered political guidance to the Red Army and who
watched over the loyalty of the 50, imperial army officers the Reds employed to help command their forces.
He also used terror most ruthlessly. It is therefore not surprising that some of the most innovative, radical, and
successful literacy campaigns are those that are born out of revolutionsâ€”when, on a mass scale, people fight
for a better society. Its head was also chief of gendarmes, and the two offices were later formally united.
Vyshnegradskii's victory was a triumph for economic Slavophilism against Bunge 's economic westernism.
Russian liberals understandably devoted much of their time to the cause of civil rights and attached much less
importance to the rights of privyh- property. The Slavophiles held that Russia should return to the way from
which it had strayed under Peter. Pragmatic assistance could easily be withdrawn and the lobbyist's case for
aid dismissed with a stroke of the pen. Here, a "pre-industrial" culture, based upon notions of community and
reciprocity, came under attack from the spokesmen of classical political economy. If we have anything to learn
from the revolutionary literacy campaigns of Russia, it is that genuine learning triumphs in revolutionary
situations that provide people with real opportunities for collective and cooperative inquiry and research; that
literacy is always political; and that radical pedagogy is most successful when it actively engages people in the
transformation of their own worldsâ€”not simply in the world of ideas, but by transforming the material
conditions in which reading, writing, and learning take place. More than 60 percent of the population was
illiterate. Other areas reported slower, but still remarkable, increases. The notion of the state as something
distinct from and superior to both ruler and ruled was incomprehensible to most government servants. In ,
Moscow guberniia [province] led the way with twenty-three kindergartens, eight day cares ochagi and thirteen
summer playgrounds. There were other costs involved as well. In cotton textiles and sugar refining, Russia
was more successful. After Muhammad Ali refused to obey the requirements of the London convention, the
allied Anglo-Austrian fleet blockaded the Nile Delta , bombarded Beirut and captured Acre. Bunge during the
early 's. Indeed, it could be argued that the Russian government needed to spend more, rather than less on
defence. Below the level of the district, the administration virtually ceased to operate: the sole authority was
the serf owner. Despite industrialization, Russia was still overwhelmingly rural and backward at the start of
World War I. Industrial growth rested on fragile institutional and cultural foundations, as the revolutions of
and emphasized. Many did so, although this tactic proved difficult in sectors of industry where firms needed
access to the stock market. The liberal British leader Lloyd George, the socialist French prime minister
Clemenceau and the American Democratic president Woodrow Wilson were no friends of Lenin - but neither
were they particularly enamoured of the White generals, whom they suspected of reactionary aims. This failed
Russian advance into East Prussia did disrupt Germany's Schlieffen Plan and thus probably prevented the fall
of Paris, but it also signalled the beginning of an unrelenting Russian retreat on the northern sector of the
Eastern Front. Peasants rejected "official" Russia and craved to be left alone; theirs was a culture of autonomy
and independence. By October , the Bolshevik Party had won the support of the majority of workers and
established political rule based on a system of soviets, or councils, of workers, peasants, and soldiers.
Moreover, Muhammad Ali had to admit a formal dependence to the Ottoman sultan. The creation of a
liberatory pedagogy and literacy goes hand in hand with the self-emancipation of working people through
revolutionary transformations of society as a whole. The Russian officers were lionized and feted, and had
their pictures taken by the famous New York photographer Matthew Brady. Thus, substantial arrears
accumulated in the payment of the Poll Tax and redemption dues. Local commissions effected emancipation
by giving land and freedom to the serfs. There were also many antiquated, discriminatory, and contradictory
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