
NYU DISSERTATION DEFENSE

The student, in consultation with his or her advisor, will decide when the dissertation is ready for defense. Students may
defend in the fall, spring, or summer.

If the candidate fails the second final oral examination, matriculation is automatically and irrevocably
terminated. Step 5 Ask Santiago for reader sheets and defense form after receiving confirmation of the
approval of the Chair and DGS. The cover sheet must be signed by all members of the dissertation committee,
indicating their approval of the proposal for submission. The committee members sign the Dissertation Reader
sheets ; record the result of the oral defense in the spaces provided and returns them to the department
administrator. While you are responsible to reaching our to your committee to select a defense date, once you
have narrowed it down, please begin cc'ing me on these communications so that I can make sure that there is
space available and that the defense will not conflict with some other department event. Please read this
section carefully and contact the Office of Doctoral Studies if you have any questions. You will find that a the
dissertation must be formatted in a certain manner, which can be quite time consuming, and b they require
documents with original signatures as well, so you will want to prepare these in advance of the Preliminary
and Final deadlines. The dissertation committee chairperson and at least one committee member must be
full-time members of the faculty of New York University, holding the rank of professor, associate professor,
or assistant professor with an earned doctorate. Because the proposal review panel is an advisory committee,
your dissertation committee may choose not to incorporate some or all of the proposal review panel's
recommendations. Three members of the committee are designated as readers the remaining ones being
auditors , and must approve the dissertation. Further, in order to ensure a diversity of perspectives during the
proposal and dissertation development process, at least one member of the committee must hold professorial
appointment in a program different from the student's program. The Approval Form for Final Oral
Examination which must bear the signatures of the dissertation committee as well as a specific recommended
date for the final oral examination in accordance with the schedule outlined above. Authorization to Defend:
The distribution of a complete draft of the dissertation to all members of the Dissertation Examination
Committee must take place a minimum of one month prior to the date of the defense. Three-member
committees that have been officially appointed may only be reduced to two-member committees by exception
and with the approval of the Department Chairperson and the Vice Dean for Academic Affairs. The
dissertation advisor oversees content review. The readers may communicate their approval via email prior to
the defense, however the signed reader sheets, must be returned to Santiago no later than the day of the
defense. Final Dissertation Approval After the final oral examination, you are required to submit an additional
copy of the dissertation to be reviewed by the Office of Doctoral Studies for format. A copy of the proposal,
the review panel's outcome and notes, and your response to the panel's notes are given to each of the two
faculty members who serve as outside readers on the final oral examination of the dissertation. Typically, the
following style manuals are used by NYUSteinhardt students:. Other Notes Note that substantial lead time is
required for scheduling a defense during the summer session. Part-time adjunct faculty, clinical assistant
professors, and persons with an affiliation other than New York University may serve as committee members
with the approval of the Department Chairperson and the Vice Dean for Academic Affairs. Rule Which
Determines a Fail Outcome If there are two or more fail votes, a fail outcome must be recorded. The
dissertation will be considered accepted if the three-person subcommittee unanimously so recommends;
otherwise it will be changed to a final grade of "fail. The title page of the abstract is the same as the
dissertation title page except that the words "An Abstract of" are inserted above the title of the study. Specific
minor corrections and modifications may be requested before a final verdict is rendered by either the
committee or the ISAW faculty. They will be checking primarily for format.


