
COMPARE AND CONTRAST DEFINITION ESSAY

This lesson explains what it is to write a compare and contrast essay. For the student who needs to describe two
subjects, a compare and contrast.

Then come up with one similarity and three differences between the examples. If you are a visual person, a
Venn diagram can facilitate this process. This will make it easier to structure a good argument. How broad is
their scope? Here are some general questions about different types of things you might have to compare. The
key to a good compare-and-contrast essay is to choose two or more subjects that connect in a meaningful way.
What happened or changed during each? They have vastly different histories, art cultures, and racial
demographics, but they remain similar in their cost of living and socioeconomic disparity. The purpose of
writing a comparison or contrast essay is not to state the obvious but rather to illuminate subtle differences or
unexpected similarities between two subjects. Again, thinking about the context the class provides may help
you answer such questions and make a stronger argument. The Purpose of Comparison and Contrast in
Writing Comparison In writing, to discuss things that are similar in nature. If possible, get a friend to cast a
fresh pair of eyes on it to find mistakes you might have missed. This type of structure is similar to the block
structure used for cause and effect and problem-solution essays. With regard to other cultural places like
restaurants, pubs, and bars, both cities are very comparable. What kind of evidence is usually offered for
them? See the examples below. You could write about one subject in detail, and then switch to the other.
Remember to keep characteristics of the different subjects somewhat parallel. The thesis could lean more
toward comparing, contrasting, or both. The body of the essay can be organized in one of two ways: by subject
or by individual points. For example, if you wanted to focus on contrasting two subjects you would not pick
apples and oranges; rather, you might choose to compare and contrast two types of oranges or two types of
apples to highlight subtle differences. She bemoans moral decline, but praises the literary taste. After you
finish analyzing the subjects, write a conclusion that summarizes the main points of the essay and reinforces
your thesis. Provided by: Anonymous. To compare is to examine how things are similar, while to contrast is to
see how they differ. Given that compare-and-contrast essays analyze the relationship between two subjects, it
is helpful to have some phrases on hand that will cue the reader to such analysis. If you are comparing and
contrasting cats and dogs, use personal anecdotes about friends and their pets to bolster your arguments. Table 


