
MALAYSIA DEFORESTATION CASE STUDY

You need to know the following for your case study in Malaysia: Causes of deforestation: â€¢ subsitence farming. â€¢
commercial farming. â€¢ logging. â€¢ road building.

Between and , Malaysia lost an average of 96, ha or 0. Use of alternative timber sources such as rubber trees
was encouraged. How should the countries of south-east Asia overcome the problems caused by forest fires?
Permanent Forest Estates and National Parks Land-use surveys carried out in the '60's and '70's have enabled
the government to identify Permanent Forest Estates. All other land use types show a decline with upland
forest showing the greatest losses. Increase public awareness of forests. In addition, the smaller patches of
remaining forest may be unable to sustain the groups currently living there. On 4th October, as haze reached
unhealthy levels in many parts of the country, the government announced that all states except for Kelantan,
Sabah and Sarawak were to close schools again for two days. Unfortunately, a lack of trained officials to
enforce and monitor the system has led to the continuation of illegal activities. Commercial Plantations
Malaysia is a major producer of oil palm and rubber. It should be noted that converting upland dipterocarp
forest into palm oil plantations does not trap as much carbon for many years. Products that have been sources
from sustainably managed forests carry the FSC label. Clear felling where all trees in an area are felled was
common, and led to the destruction of forest habitats. In the early 20th century, forest was cleared for rubber
plantations, however synthetic rubber has led to a steep decline in rubber exports, and many plantations have
been abandoned or converted. Figure 3 suggests that the only two categories to show gains in land use have
been oil palm and bare soil. Logging is also responsible and green groups have blamed local timber companies
for failing to practice sustainable forest management. More recently, selective logging where only fully grown
trees are felled is the main practice, though it reduces biodiversity. Widespread logging and burning of large
areas of theTropical Rainforests Case Study - GCSE GeographyStatistics show Malaysia to have the fastest
increasing rate in deforestation than in any other tropical country in the world. Clear Felling: Absolute
clearance of all trees from an area. Only a minority of these areas have good soils, which after clearing are
quickly washed away by the heavy rains. While much of this land is technically protected by the governments,
illegal logging and uncontrolled burning are still continual threats. Timber production appears to have shifted
to Sarawak North-western Borneo , where about half the forest cover is scheduled for logging. Malaysia has
one of the best environmental protection policies, but environmental groups claim to have found evidence of
illegal logging in Borneo. Figure 3. Very often, cleared land is left exposed for extended periods before
erosion control work is carried out. Mining Mining has become widespread in Peninsular Malaysia, mainly tin
mining and smelting. This Publication's Related Information. They help to address the problem of global
carbon emissions. What are the main effects of deforestation in Malaysia? Slash and Burn: A form of
subsistence farming practised in tropical rainforests involving selective felling of trees and clearance of land
by burning to enable food crops to be produced. Flights were also delayed and cancelled in the east coast of
Sabah due to continuous haze from Kalimantan. In the '70s, large areas of land were converted into palm oil
plantations as they would receive a 10 year tax break, and increasing amounts of land are being converted to
plantations. So, it's unlikely countries will 'mothball' rainforests. It is made up of Peninsular Malayisa and
Eastern Malaysia, which is part of the island of BorneoDeforestation: Case study in MalaysiaHere are some
not so fun facts on deforestation: 1 Every hour at least 4, acres of forests fall to chainsaw, bulldozers,
machetes or flames.


