
GHOSTWRITING ANDREW CROFTS

Andrew Crofts is a ghostwriter and author who has published more than eighty books, a dozen of which were Sunday
Times number one bestsellers. He has.

The idea started to grow on me. Why should the same principles not apply to book writing? The idea was first
put to me by a management guru I was interviewing for a business magazine. Always having one good agent
representing both parties in the arrangement, whose prime interest is in getting the book well published, not in
encouraging the ghost and the author to fight one another for larger shares of the resulting royalties, means
that I have almost never exchanged a cross word with any of my subjects. Ghostwriting, similarly, was
transformed by the web. And he has now decided to tell all. Are you insane? The idea of it first came to him
when he read The Great Gatsby and realised he envied the narrator, Nick. If you feel you need to tie them
down legally they may not be the person for you. The term was coined by an American, Christy Walsh, who
set up the Christy Walsh Syndicate in to exploit the literary output of America's sporting heroes. If you want to
maintain control then the ghostwriter will be writing the whole manuscript for you from the start, and should
be able to help you find the experts you need to turn it into a finished book. As a violent rebellion threatens all
their lives Lawyers and agents will tell you that you should have contracts that cover every eventuality and if
that will make you more comfortable then, by all means, have one drawn up or ask the ghost if they have a
standard one. The fundamental problem facing any professional writer is finding a steady supply of ideas and
subjects so dazzlingly certain to appeal to the book-buying public that publishers are bound to put up huge
advances. Imagine being paid to learn everything that is in the heads of these people and then turning their
thoughts, words and notes into book form. Alternatively, and more transparently, the book will be credited "as
told to", or "written with", or "edited by". If it is the former then you initially need the ghostwriter to produce a
proposal which can be taken to publishers, either by you, by the ghost or by an agent who the ghost may be
able to lead you to. In Through Gypsy Eyes , which I ghosted for Kathy Etchingham, there was the superficial
story of her relationship with Jimi Hendrix, but behind that was a story of a young girl who ran away from
home at fifteen and ended up at the heart of the music industry in London during the Swinging Sixties. In ,
with the chutzpah of youth, he launched himself in business. He lectures on the subject of making a living
from writing at Kingston University, presents Masterclasses on the subject at The Guardian and frequently
guests at writing workshops, literary festivals and in the media. At the same time, I could also live the pleasant
life of a writerâ€¦ " Next week, in an exceedingly rare departure from a lifetime of tight-lipped professional
discretion, Andrew Crofts, one of Britain's most invisible and yet successful writers, a bestseller you will
never have heard of, will step out of the shadows and lift the veil on a trade that's almost as old as that other
ancient calling. A promise to Nadia by Zana Muhsen , the follow-up of Sold, in which is told how Zana
struggles to get her sister free.


