
WRITING A CHARACTER REF FOR COURT

You have been asked to write a character reference for someone going to court because this person has broken the
law. A character reference.

When a family member or you personally are facing court proceeding, it is legitimate to present a character
certificate. This purposeful template can be downloaded for free from our website in various file formats such
as Word, PDF, etc. If the person has expressed remorse for what they have done or suffered anxiety as a result
of being charged by police, then you should comment on your observations. It is sometimes the most
important piece of evidence for a defendant. This is a useful thing to put in a reference as it shows they have
known you long enough to see a change in you. Abusive relationship? Type it up and put it on a letterhead if
you have one. Are they dedicated to their family or friends? Has the person contributed to their community by
doing voluntary work, or had special achievements in their job or schooling, or sporting activities? Do not
make submissions or speeches. In their time on the bench, you would be surprised as to what they have seen
and observed. It is important to address a character reference correctly. The contents of the reference Below
are questions that the magistrate or judge usually wants to know about. Do you need legal help or
consultance? The Judge then knows that you know what the reference is for. Judges get annoyed by people
who do not know all the details of the case or the rules of sentencing telling them what to do. A skilled
defence lawyer will have vast experience with Court character references, and will be able to provide advice
that enables the best possible reference to be provided. For example, have they been distressed or upset? It is
always useful to get references to the lawyer well before Court as it may alert them to useful information about
their client. The Court wants to know that you have had sufficient contact with the Defendant in order to
provide the reference. What qualities do they have that you would want to tell the Judge about if you were
having a conversation with them. Get the character references to the lawyer early. Try to excuse the offending
behaviour. These sample templates can be edited for adding or deducting certain sections. Contact us now.
Traffic Matters If you are aware of any difficulties that may be suffered by the person as a result of a loss of
licence please state these. It is very important to explain in detail about the person you are writing the
character reference for. Essential Tips for a Character Reference 1. Do you believe that they will not reoffend,
and why? Do they have prior convictions? What should be included in a character reference? Benefits of
having characters references letter for court templates are as follows: 1. Examples of Character References
Click on a thumbnail below to view a full sized example of a Character Reference letter. To dispute this in a
court reference makes it worthless and can negatively impact on the offender at sentencing. If you run your
own business and are able to put the reference on letterhead, then do so. Only comment on things you actually
know about the person. This person could be a neighbour, employer, colleague, doctor, teacher, family friend
or member of a club that the person belongs to. Is it out of character for the person to have committed this
offence, and why? Do they do any voluntary work? It tells the Magistrate or Judge that you know that it is not
just a general character reference and is aimed specifically at them. Keep it simple. What sort of person are
they? Other supporting information You should also include any other relevant information which you think
might help the Court.


