
FACTORY FARMING IS ACCEPTABLE BECAUSE IT IS POSITIVE FOR

ECONOMIC GROWTH

There is much to like about small, local farms and their influence on what we eat. to look to the farmers who grow a
majority of the country's food and fiber. have allowed farmers to convert to low- and no-till cropping systems, and Jayson
Lusk, a professor of agricultural economics at Oklahoma State.

Fortunately, not everybody is on board with welcoming factory farms. A whole host of negative ecological
and environmental consequences are the inevitable result of concentrating the production of too many animals
in spaces that are too small to accommodate the basic health needs of animals and to assimilate or neutralize
their inevitable wastes. Similar relationships exist between animal wastes and human wastes for total nitrogen
and total phosphorus contents. So, I agreed to review the report. In other cases, efforts to enact county and
municipal regulations have been countered by attempts to remove any ability to regulate air and water
pollution from the counties or municipalities. However, the shift from farming to manufacturing was only a
symptom of the industrial model or paradigm of organization. The specialized functions must be standardized
if they are to fit together effectively without wasted time or energy. Intensive or factory farming of livestock is
characterised by a large number of the same species of animal raised in closed barns and with their movement
restricted. Dairy waste is 3. Large corporate organizations have the ability to extract larger profit margins from
the marketplace for the benefit of their investors rather than pass cost savings on to consumers. The continued
use of these energy sources cannot be sustained indefinitely, yet to abruptly abandon our reliance on them
would be economically catastrophic. Admittedly, CAFOs may locate in another nearby community, but only if
such communities are uninformed about the economic, ecological, and social consequences of CAFOs.
Everyone plays a role in creating a sustainable food system. Despite the site-specific and individual nature of
sustainable agriculture, several general principles can be applied to help growers select appropriate
management practices: Selection of species and varieties that are well suited to the site and to conditions on
the farm; Diversification of crops including livestock and cultural practices to enhance the biological and
economic stability of the farm; Management of the soil to enhance and protect soil quality; Efficient and
humane use of inputs; and Consideration of farmers' goals and lifestyle choices. When site selection is an
option, factors such as soil type and depth, previous crop history, and location e. Modern seed varieties, some
of which were brought about by biotechnology, have allowed farmers to convert to low- and no-till cropping
systems, and can encourage the adoption of nitrogen-fixing cover crops such as clover or alfalfa to promote
soil health. Pastured and free-range livestock production also allows producers to avoid hormones and
antibiotic concerns and to meet the humane standards of production demanded by an increasing number of
consumers. There is simply no opportunity to afford farm animals the dignity and respect that must precede
humane treatment when they are confined in large-scale concentrated feeding operations. Consideration of
farmer goals and lifestyle choices Management decisions should reflect not only environmental and broad
social considerations, but also individual goals and lifestyle choices. There are differences around the world as
to which practices are accepted and there continue to be changes in regulations with animal welfare being a
strong driver for increased regulation. These industrial monocultures are very susceptible to diseases, which
have caused several regional wipe-outs of farm shrimp populations. As such, pointing to changes and
improvements in ratings such as BBFAW may be the best indicator of success. Their wares, from milk, lettuce
and beef to soy, are unlikely to be highlighted on the menus of farm-to-table restaurants, but they fill the
shelves at your local grocery store. The emerging divestment movement targets investors who support factory
farming either directly through the publicly-listed companies in which they hold stocks or indirectly through
other companies that purchase animal-products. In February, shareholders at Tyson Foods voted against a
resolution that would have forced it to adopt new rules to reduce risks of water contamination. Corporate
contractors in the U. Today this movement for sustainable agriculture is garnering increasing support and
acceptance within mainstream agriculture. Many Americans have simply lost confidence in the integrity of the
corporations and government agencies with whom the integrity of the food system has been entrusted. Energy
Modern agriculture is heavily dependent on non-renewable energy sources, especially petroleum. Excessive
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nitrogen and phosphorus, along with residual antibiotics, pesticides, and heavy metals are flushed into streams
and leached into groundwater. Ironically, there are news reports that Nebraska may now seek to recruit that
very operation. In response to proposals of a new CAFO in an area, local residents may reason that a single
CAFO will not significantly impact water quality for a community as a whole.


