
WRITING IN SOCIOLOGY

This handout introduces you to the wonderful world of writing sociology. Before you can write a clear and coherent
sociology paper, you need a firm.

New York: Longman,  In order to critically evaluate the research and data you are reading, you should have a
good understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the different methods. A trickier thing to get right is
the structuring of paragraphs, and some students seem keen to cram in as many often unconnected points into
one paragraph as possible. What citation style should I use? No one can write a good paper in one draft on the
night before the paper is due. Andrew can be found on Twitter AndyBalmer. Instead, they write a first draft
and then edit it as they proof-read it. Presentation of the results of data analysis including explicit reference to
the implications the data have for the research question. Lunsford, Andrea and Robert Connors. Next you
should choose an appropriate case study. In many ways, this is similar to the application paper, with added
emphasis on the veracity of the theory being used. The outline below presents a general form that most articles
published in sociology journals follow. But these distinctions are not just important if you have to collect your
own data for your paper. That is, you have to understand how the world works according to this theory and
how one thing leads to another. Or you might choose to focus on social structures or organizations. If you read
all the materials, you'll be better able to identify what sort of assignment you have to write â€” your tutor
usually won't tell you. She is author of numerous books and edited collections, including The Craft of Writing
in Sociology. The Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers. This is an example of reification, which is when we
turn processes into things. If you are asked to argue for or against a particular perspective or theory, this
generally means your opinion should be grounded in evidence and logic, rather than personal values or beliefs.
Sociologists are interested in all sorts of topics. A good lawyer presents only that information which helps her
make her case. Stick to the point. You can reconcile the varying levels of analysis, but doing so may require a
complex, sophisticated theory, no small feat within the confines of a short paper. Here are some of their
comments, and some of our top tips to help you to improve your work. I want my paper to be interesting and
creative. You should get specific instructions from professors who assign empirical research papers. This leads
to the last point, which is the analysis. The danger is that you may go too far in either of these directions and
thus lose the complexity of sociological thinking. Rarely is it sufficient to simply summarize an argument or
describe a phenomenon. How are sociology papers different from other types of papers I've written at UW?
However, these basic guidelines will help you get started. Here is top tip number three for improving your
essays: 3. If the logical connector is wrong then the argument fails. Instead, you will want to choose a happy
medium, one that is not obvious but that allows you to give a developed analysis of the case using the theory
you chose. Some sociologists favor qualitative over quantitative data, or vice versa, and it is perfectly
reasonable to rely on only one method in your own work. You will begin with a critical review of the literature
and use this review as a basis for forming your research question.


