
LITERARY THEORY AND CRITICISM INVESTIGATING LITERATURE

Literary theory, literary criticism Methods of studying literature are defined and described. A section on definitions and
distinctions investigates literature and.

The other schools of literary theory, to varying degrees, embrace a postmodern view of language and reality
that calls into serious question the objective referent of literary studies. Though the timeline below roughly
follows a chronological order, we have placed some schools closer together because they are so closely
aligned. Under postmodernity, all knowledge comes to be seen as "constructed" within historical
self-contained systems of understanding. Journal of the Text Encoding Initiative 4 : 1â€” The Dialogic
Imagination. In the field of literary theory, we plan a systematic overview of several subject areas of more
recent dates. Through these studies we check the findings of previous researchers and open new possibilities
for further, multidisciplinary research. Literary and Cultural Theory Adorno, Theodor. In addition, computer
technologies require the elaboration of new methods and their harmonization with traditional ones, as well as a
general reflection on the essence and function of literature in the light of modern theoretical understandings.
Critics that explain the climactic drowning of Edna Pontellier in The Awakening as a suicide generally call
upon a supporting architecture of feminist and gender theory. Stephen Heath. New York: Monthly Review
Press,  Ethnic and minority literary theory emphasizes the relationship of cultural identity to individual
identity in historical circumstances of overt racial oppression. For the "New Historicist," all acts of expression
are embedded in the material conditions of a culture. Vidmar, Luka. Dialectic of Enlightenment: Philosophical
Fragments. Hannah Arendt. Postcolonial theory has brought fresh perspectives to the role of colonial
peoplesâ€”their wealth, labor, and cultureâ€”in the development of modern European nation states. Foucault
played a critical role in the development of the postmodern perspective that knowledge is constructed in
concrete historical situations in the form of discourse; knowledge is not communicated by discourse but is
discourse itself, can only be encountered textually. Rejecting traditional historicism's premise of neutral
inquiry, "New Historicism" accepts the necessity of making historical value judgments. Ljubljana: SAZU,  On
the other side, literary criticism is the study, evaluation, and interpretation of literature. Literary Theory: An
Anthology. New York: Knopf,  Texts are examined with an eye for how they reveal the economic and social
realities, especially as they produce ideology and represent power or subversion. Feminist gender theory is
postmodern in that it challenges the paradigms and intellectual premises of western thought, but also takes an
activist stance by proposing frequent interventions and alternative epistemological positions meant to change
the social order. While literary theory has always implied or directly expressed a conception of the world
outside the text, in the twentieth century three movementsâ€”"Marxist theory" of the Frankfurt School,
"Feminism," and "Postmodernism"â€”have opened the field of literary studies into a broader area of inquiry.
Masculine gender theory as a separate enterprise has focused largely on social, literary, and historical accounts
of the construction of male gender identities. Sedgwick, Eve Kosofsky. Rivkin, Julie and Ryan, Michael. The
subjects under consideration will be the empirical and systemic-theoretical methods in the science of
literature; the possibilities of their application will be tested on selected examples taken from literary-cultural
life in Slovenia. Ethnic Studies and Postcolonial Criticism "Ethnic Studies," sometimes referred to as
"Minority Studies," has an obvious historical relationship with "Postcolonial Criticism" in that Euro-American
imperialism and colonization in the last four centuries, whether external empire or internal slavery has been
directed at recognizable ethnic groups: African and African-American, Chinese, the subaltern peoples of India,
Irish, Latino, Native American, and Philipino, among others. The current state of theory is such that there are
many overlapping areas of influence, and older schools of theory, though no longer enjoying their previous
eminence, continue to exert an influence on the whole. For example, to speak of the "unity" of Oedipus the
King explicitly invokes Aristotle's theoretical statements on poetics. Marxist theorists use traditional
techniques of literary analysis but subordinate aesthetic concerns to the final social and political meanings of
literature. Ben Brewster. What Is Literary Theory? Form was the content.


