
A COMPARISON BETWEEN TWO LIMITATIONS OF SECONDARY

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Information which has been collected previously, by someone else, other than Strengths of using secondary data in
social research There is a lot of it! Official statistics may be especially useful for making comparisons over time. on the
strengths and weaknesses of quantitative secondary sources and.

What was the intent of the author? Official statistics â€” the way things are measured may change over time,
making historical comparisons difficult As with crime statistics, the definition of crime keeps changing.
Secondary data is key in the concept of data enrichment, which is where datasets from secondary sources are
connected to a research dataset to improve its precision by adding key attributes and values. Interviews and
observations are considered as qualitative this is because the information collected is not statistical. Secondary
data offer several advantages as it is easily available, saves time and cost of the researcher. Relevance- It
should be meeting the requirements of the problem. Quantitative data is all to do with numbers and statistics.
Robert W Joselyn has classified the above discussion into eight steps. Also interviews are able to get closer to
their experiences. But there are some disadvantages associated with this, as the data is gathered for the
purposes other than the problem in mind, so the usefulness of the data may be limited in a number of ways like
relevance and accuracy. In direct observation the subjects e. How might the source be different if it were
presented to another audience? Secondary data is the already existing data, collected by the investigator
agencies and organisations earlier. Government and other official institutions are often a guarantee of quality
data, but it is not always the case. Participant observation may be the only way of accessing information on
more hostile groups that would not normally let you observe them. It can also be said that secondary data is
obtained when statistical methods are applied to the primary data. What information was not available to the
author when the source was created? Primary data is a real-time data whereas secondary data is one which
relates to the past. The purpose is especially important when it comes to pieces of propaganda as sources.
During participant observation the researcher may become to attached to the people that they are studying and
the data could become invalid as the researcher could be seeing things in a different point of view, so using
interviews or questionnaires along side this research method is advised. It is a type of administrative data, but
it is collected for the purpose of research at specific intervals. A simple click is sometimes more than enough
to obtain vast amount of information. Does the author have reason to emphasize certain facts over other facts?
Primary data collection is quite expensive, as the research is conducted by the organisation or agency itself,
which requires resources like investment and manpower. Observing how people live and behave in their
natural settings can give the researcher a lot of information about the subject's life and why they are who they
are.


