
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE REASONS WHY DID NAPOLEON

BONAPARTE BECOME AN EMPEROR OF FRANCE

Napoleon Bonaparte was a French statesman and military leader who rose to prominence during the French Revolution
and led several successful campaigns during the French Revolutionary Wars. He was Emperor of the French as
Napoleon I from until and . Bonaparte and his family fled to the French mainland in June because.

The new constitution also called for freedom of profession. He learned that France had suffered a series of
defeats in the War of the Second Coalition. This was to be a regime in which careers were open to talent. A
failed coup was attempted while Napoleon led his charge against Russia, while the British began to advance
through French territories. His exile did not last long, as he watched France stumbled forward without him.
Saint-Domingue had managed to acquire a high level of political autonomy during the Revolutionary Wars,
with Toussaint Louverture installing himself as de facto dictator by  A rational centralized administration was
created under Napoleon. In , Napoleon took the helm of the Army of Italy, a post he'd been coveting. Waterloo
On June 16, , Napoleon led French troops into Belgium and defeated the Prussians; two days later he was
defeated by the British, reinforced by Prussian fighters, at the Battle of Waterloo. In retaliation, Napoleon led
a massive army into Russia in the summer of  The young leader quickly showed his support for the Jacobins, a
far-left political movement and the most well-known and popular political club from the French Revolution. In
, a young military man by the name of Napoleon Bonaparte was ordered to put down the Parisian mob that
was storming the Tuileries Palace. At the same time as the catastrophic Russian invasion, French forces were
engaged in the Peninsular War , which resulted in the Spanish and Portuguese, with assistance from the
British, driving the French from the Iberian Peninsula. How Did Napoleon Die? The following year, the
Directory, the five-person group that had governed France since , offered to let Napoleon lead an invasion of
England. At Rivoli, the Austrians lost up to 14, men while the French lost about 5, He faced a difficult
financial situation and reduced career prospects. This left Barras and his Republican allies in control again but
dependent on Bonaparte, who proceeded to peace negotiations with Austria. In June , his forces invaded
Belgium, where British and Prussian troops were stationed. After spending several days looking for each
other, the two armies collided at the Battle of Marengo on 14 June. On December 22 Bonaparte, age 24, was
promoted to brigadier general in recognition of his decisive part in the capture of the town. Start Your Free
Trial Today A Corsican by birth, heredity, and childhood associations, Napoleon continued for some time
after his arrival in Continental France to regard himself a foreigner; yet from age nine he was educated in
France as other Frenchmen were. Helena at the age of  The couple married on 9 March in a civil ceremony. A
reader of Voltaire and of Rousseau , Napoleon believed that a political change was imperative , but, as a career
officer, he seems not to have seen any need for radical social reforms. Surveillance of enemies was common,
and arrest of enemies or potential enemies was also commonplace. Napoleon Bonaparte, as he may henceforth
be called though the family did not drop the spelling Buonaparte until after , rejoined his regiment at Nice in
June  In an effort to prolong his dynasty he pushed to have his young son, Napoleon II, named emperor, but
the coalition rejected the offer. In the spring of , French armies were defeated in Italy, forcing France to give
up much of the peninsula. This was also part of one of the other great social claims of the Napoleonic regime.
He was freed in September but was not restored to his command. Learn more about Napoleon in Egypt A
Coup brings Napoleon to Power In November of , a number of the members of the Directory turned to
Napoleon to help them establish some sort of stable government, capable of withstanding the recurrent threats
of renewed radicalism and revived royalism.


