
JAMES EXTRAVAGANCE

King James has been accused of financial extravagance by historians: this inventory provides evidence of some lavish
spending on a â€˜great looking glassâ€™ that was covered in diamonds and precious stones, January (catalogue ref
SP 14/6 f. 21r) For 4 emeralds at 20s a piece.

James also embroiled himself in numerous conflicts with Parliament. They decided to live apart after the death
of their daughter Sophia. It was not until the s that British and U. Parliament, however, never actually met
when scheduled. James believed in royal magnificence and this included treating his favourites. The third and
penultimate Parliament of James' reign was summoned in  By , the cloth trade had collapsed, and never
reached the levels of again. However, the decline of the English wool trade can be partly blamed on James, in
the form of the Cockayne project. The Parliament of Scotland, loyal to the king, passed the Black Acts, putting
the Church of Scotland directly under royal control. He excused his behaviour by stating that the sheer
excitement of coming from a relatively poor background â€” when compared to the English royal family â€”
into one of seemingly huge wealth had been too much for him to control himself. While Mary was pregnant
with James, Lord Darnley secretly allied himself with the rebels and murdered the queen's private secretary,
David Rizzio. Their argument was based on how James was so successful in Scotland, yet apparently quite
unsuccessful in England. He was succeeded by James' paternal grandfather, Matthew Stewart, 4th Earl of
Lennox, who suffered a similar fate in  The couple produced eight children, three of whom survived infancy
and one who was stillborn. Terrified, James refused to leave his residence for many days. On October 20, ,
James proclaimed himself styled "King of Great Britain ," the first monarch to do so [2] , although the United
Kingdom of Great Britain would not exist until the Acts of Union,  Lord Morton was consequently tried,
convicted and then executed in ; power was thenceforth held by the King himself, rather than by a regent.
James' mother was an insecure ruler, as both she and her husband, being Roman Catholics , faced a rebellion
of Protestant noblemen. That means that they were originally part of the private papers of the Secretary of
State the most important minister for the monarch. Furthermore, his decision to approve the Cockayne project
was undoubtedly a poor decision. In , the Duke of Buckingham and Charles, the Prince of Wales, traveled to
Madrid in an attempt to secure a marriage between the latter and the Infanta. Historian and poet George
Buchanan was responsible for James' education. The History Learning Site, 17 Mar  James' father was
murdered with his rider and lover at the time on February 10, , at the Hamiltons' house, Kirk o' Field,
Edinburgh, most likely to avenge Rizzio's death. Also in , Mary was implicated in the Babington Plot, a
scheme that sought to put her on the throne of England after murdering Elizabeth. However, the general view
now is that Charles I was more responsible for the state of affairs in than his predecessor. Villiers, by now
James' primary adviser, was attacked for his plan to have the Prince of Wales marry the Spanish Infanta.
Again, for those students studying the civil wars which broke out in the reign of Charles I, this collection
includes access a couple of documents which reflect the relationship Charles had with his parliaments. The
reign of James I is essential to understanding this period in history, and the breadth of key issues it
encompasses and provides a wider context for the Civil Wars which followed. He did, however, agree to fulfill
one request by authorizing an official translation of the Bible, which came to be known as the King James
Version. This was consistent with the Tudor tradition of breaking with the old families of England, in order to
sever the traditional Catholic ties in public affairs. The Stuart dynasty, however, was later restored in 


