
SUTTON HOO

Sutton Hoo, at Sutton near Woodbridge, Suffolk, is the site of two 6th- and early 7th-century cemeteries. One cemetery
contained an undisturbed ship-burial.

Please check the National Trust website for more information. Days after Basil Brown found the burial
chamber, professionals from the University of Cambridge and the British Museum arrived at Sutton Hoo and
demoted him to a subordinate role in the dig. Their language developed into Old English, a Germanic
language that was different from the languages previously spoken in Britain, and they were pagans , following
a polytheistic religion. Intrigued by these mounds, in land owner Edith Pretty commissioned local
archaeologist Basil Brown to start excavating the land. The lead archeologist, Charles Phillips, addressed the
crowd in the blandest terms possible. Possibly the oral materials from which Beowulf was assembled belonged
to East Anglian royal tradition, and they and the ship-burial took shape together as heroic restatements of
migration-age origins. Scyld Scefing or Shield Sheafson , in a ship laden with treasure and has other
descriptions of hoards, including Beowulf's own mound-burial. The ornamental purse-lid , covering a lost
leather pouch, hung from the waist-belt. The famous Gokstad and Oseberg ship-burials of Norway are of a
later date. A large quantity of material including metal objects and textiles was formed into two folded or
packed heaps on the east end of the central wooden structure. An important Anglo Saxon burial ship This was
most likely the undisturbed and magnificent burial site of a very important leader, perhaps a king. Casts were
taken of several of these. On the evening of June 14th, when he was alone on the mound, with the light failing,
Brown came across an iron ring and the edge of a decayed wooden box. Sutton Hoo described The ship was
huge. Barnes noticed a planning frame, which archeologists use to make scale drawings of their finds, in one
of the images. The Mound 18 grave was very damaged, but of similar kind. It turned out to contain the richest
haul of Anglo-Saxon grave goods in British archaeological history. On August 14, , an inquest was held at
Melton village hall. A lifelong fascination with the occult had led her, like many wealthy women of her time,
to consult spiritualists in London. The find reshaped what historians know of the Anglo-Saxon Middle Ages.


