
ASIAN AMERICAN STRUGGLES FOR EQUALITY IN THE

and our struggle for equality and civil rightsâ€”has unfolded, not by massive And so, with this booklet, the JACL hopes
that more young Asian Americans will be.

We can respond in times of emergency. A version of this article appears in print on , Section 1, Page 1 of the
National edition with the headline: U. Wong, K. From the camps and in more recent times,
government-sponsored redevelopment projects have dealt terrible blows to our communities, to the point
where they are a fraction of what they used to be. California : California Law Review. My mother went to
work in the garment factories the first week she was here, and she has been working ever since. A: Today is a
very exciting period for Nikkei people. A year later, Asian Americans for Equality were there to welcome the
residents home. It requires tenant organizing. Problem in Schools The study found that there are not enough
teachers who can speak the many languages of the recent wave of refugee children from Asia, whom it said
are "encountering more educational difficulties than earlier waves. Even as a kid, those things used to make
my blood boil. The report, "Civil Rights Issues Facing Asian-Americans in the 's," portrays an America that
often stereotypes Asian-Americans as the "model minority," while neglecting the problems of poorer, less
successful immigrants from Asia. The League is active in these groups and strives to build them into broad,
democratic, community-based organizations that can reach people of different political persuasions and
backgrounds. While the initial amount was relatively small, it was an important step in demonstrating to
government officials that the community had an acute need for direct financial assistance. Asian Americans
for Equal Employment, along with many other local organizations, played a key role in mobilizing the
neighborhood. They not only provide valuable services, but also provide a way for Nikkei people to join
together. In , an even larger fire swept through almost a full block of Grand Street, displacing hundreds of
residents. They have, indeed, changed to reflect the times. We have rights. Through its involvement with the
Sara D. AAFE helps people secure their entitlement benefits. This would be a real means for the Nikkei
masses to make basic decisions over policies which affect their lives. The two-year process, which included
extensive outreach across Chinatown, laid out short- and long-term programs to jump-start economic life and
to address long-standing problems, such as sanitation, transportation and, of course, affordable housing.
Leaders reached out to other ethnic groups and joined coalitions involved in important issues both close to
home and abroad. This can be seen in the unusually high rate of stress-related diseases and premature death
rate among Nisei, as well as in the extremely high percentage of intermarriage to whites and loss of culture
and language among Sansei third generation Japanese. The commission said its review of national and local
studies indicate that the glass ceiling does exist. Tragically, two elderly tenants were killed and left homeless.
AAFE took the landlord of one of those buildings to court, after the owner insisted demolition was the only
option. That night, the strain on the old wiring in the dilapidated tenement was too much, and a fire started.
Asian Americans in Oregon : A portrait of diversity and challenge. In , AAFE became the first non-profit
organization to partner with the city in a new program that seeks to redevelop distressed properties as
low-income cooperatives. Koch, it became clear that the fight for affordable housing would define Asian
Americans for Equality in the years ahead. Department of the Treasury. Q: The League has a long history of
work in the Japanese community. Winning full equality necessitates fighting for political power. In , AAFE
launched the Rebuild Chinatown Initiative, a community-driven project to create a blueprint for the revival of
the neighborhood. There were setbacks, including another fire that gutted the buildings, but the organization
persevered. Fletcher yesterday that he was proposing that his department be allowed to hire Asian-Americans
and other foreign-born permanent residents two years before gaining their American citizenship. The most
common complaint of the Asian-Americans who participated in the commission's conferences was of a "glass
ceiling" that kept them from rising into management. Confucius Plaza,  But oftentimes, at the community
level, some of the simplest initiatives have the greatest impact. Another is the movement to win reparations
and redress for the World War II internment. A: We want to see an end to all forcible restrictions on Japanese
Americans. But more and more, we see that our experiences and struggles are more similar than not.


